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INTRODUCTION  
 

roviding the strength, reliability and safety of critical structures requires studying their mechanical behavior not only 
under standard conditions but also in case of microdefects nucleation and propagation [1, 2]. Numerical modeling 
is a broad approach encompassing a range of techniques and models, which uses computational methods and 

algorithms to simulate and analyze the mechanical behavior of materials under various conditions, including stress and 
fracture in the context of materials science and engineering [3-7]. There are many approaches (finite element method [8], 
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extended finite element method [9-10], extended virtual element method [11-12], peridynamics [13], finite element 
discretized symplectic method [14], meshfree method [15], etc.) and material behavior models (continuum damage models 
[16-17], cohesive crack models [18-20], bridged crack models [21], etc.) to simulate crack propagation and damage 
accumulation in solids.  
One of the most widely used approaches is connected with finite element stiffness properties reduction if the failure criteria 
are fulfilled [3, 22-25]. This approach is one of the simplest, but requires taking into account several aspects. Firstly, the 
numerical procedure should be organized to take into account the possibility of failure criterion fulfillment simultaneously 
in different finite elements [26-28]. The second aspect is the selection of the loading step size [29-31]. The fixed step value 
must be small enough to describe the fracture process accurately, so the automatic step is more commonly used. Finally, 
the finite element mesh size has a great influence on the fracture modeling results [4, 25, 32-36]. Solving the convergence 
problem of an elastic solution may not be sufficient. All these aspects of elastic-brittle bodies fracture modeling were 
previously discussed by authors in [37]. 
Besides, the structural elements mechanical properties (most especially strength) statistical distribution over the body volume 
can also significantly affect the fracture process modeling results [23, 38-47]. This feature was widely discussed in problems 
of fibrous composites (consisting a large number of filaments with various strength properties [43, 46-47]) properties 
prediction [46, 48-49]. However, a small number of works investigate the damaging processes of elastic-brittle solids with 
stress concentrators taking into account the strength characteristics distribution, which may cause not only the load bearing 
capacity change, but the fracture mechanisms conversion.  
This work is devoted to the fracture processes numerical modeling of elastic-brittle bodies with statistically distributed 
subregions strength values, focusing on the distribution range and stress concentration influence. The novel formulation of 
the boundary value problem of the elastic-brittle solid fracture and its solution algorithm are developed and given in the 
section below. The problem of the kinematic static loading of a plate (made of a model elastic-brittle material) with the 
stress concentrator is considered to prove the applicability of developed algorithm and to study the regularities of fracture 
process when the subregions’ strength properties are statistically distributed. A number of numerical experiments are carried 
out; the results are presented and analyzed in the section «Results and discussion». The loading diagrams and corresponding 
graphs of the destroyed elements number for various uniform distribution range values are plotted. The kinetics of bodies 
damage accumulation processes are studied. The significant influence of the finite elements properties distribution and the 
stress concentration value on the fracture processes modeling results is noted. The final section closes the paper with the 
main conclusions of the work. 
 
 
BOUNDARY VALUE PROBLEM AND ITS SOLUTION ALGORITHM 
 

his section introduces the boundary value problem formulation. In order to take into account the strength properties’ 
distribution, the solid can be represented as a set of N subregions, which material is homogeneous, isotropic and 
elastic-brittle. The elastic properties for each subregion are equal, but ultimate strength values σB are various. The 

inhomogeneity of ultimate strength values can be represented as follows: 
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Here r  is the radius vector; χ(m) is the indicator function, characterizing the point location in the subregion indexed (m) with 
the volume Vm; V is the entire body volume; σB is the piecewise-constant function that specifies the ultimate strength values 
distribution over the solid.  
We consider the fracture process, where failures of multiple subregions occur. Thus, the deformation process history must 
be taken into account. It can be implemented using the process parameter t (as a conditional analogue of time) introduced 
into the problem. Therefore, any stress, strain or displacement component should depend not only on the coordinates, but 
the process parameter too. 
Since each subregion is elastic-brittle, we can assume that its destruction occurs when the maximum value of the first 
principal stress σ1 in its area reaches the ultimate strength value (this hypothesis is applicable for the elastic-brittle materials). 
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However, each subregion has its own σB value. Hence, the overload factor K (defined as the ratio of σ1 to σB) should be 
considered to allow comparison of the failure risk between various subregions of the solid:  
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The failure of any subregion leads to an almost instantaneous stress field change, which may cause the failure criterion 
fulfillment in many subregions at the same time. Following the traditional logic, we should destroy all of them on the next 
step. On the other hand, destruction of the most overloaded subregion may cause the unloading in the other one, where 
the failure criterion was previously fulfilled. Since this case seems to be more accurate and physical, we propose to destroy 
only one subregion with the highest overload factor value at each step, leading to more accurate damaging process 
description. Based on the foregoing, the integrity parameter of subregions, including the failure criterion, can be written as 
follows: 
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Here λ(m) is the integrity parameter (the opposite of the damage parameter) of the subregion (m); t (or τ) is the conditional 
process parameter; λ is a piecewise-constant function, reflecting the integrity parameters’ distribution over the solid.  
To finish the boundary value problem formulation, we apply the equations of equilibrium (no mass forces are considered), 
the strain-displacement equations (since the strains in the destructed subregions can be large, the Lagrangian strain tensor 
is preferrable) and generalized Hooke’s law, including the integrity parameter: 
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Here σij is the stress tensor; εij is the Lagrangian strain tensor; ui is the displacement vector; Cijkl is the elastic constants tensor. 
The problem (1)–(4) is supplemented by the boundary conditions: 
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where ui0 is the displacement applied to the boundary Γu; Si0 is the stress vector applied to the boundary ΓS; nj is the unit 
normal vector to the boundary ΓS. 
Several advantages of the proposed boundary value problems are noted. At first, the mechanical properties’ statistical 
distribution over the body volume is taken into account. Therefore, this boundary value problem can be successfully applied 
in the problems of inhomogeneous structures (from concretes, fiber reinforced plastics, etc.) fracture using explicit material’s 
structure modeling. Secondly, the destruction of only one most overloaded subregion and introduction of the process 
parameter t make the proposed boundary value problem more accurate and physical (unlike the problems where the failure 
criterion fulfillment leads to instant subregion’s destruction). Thirdly, any failure criterion or their complex can be used in 
this boundary value problem by simple changing the Eqns. (2)–(3). However, some disadvantages are found out. Firstly, 
only the elasticity model is used (unlike, for example, the cohesive crack model, where the complete stress-strain curve of 
the material is applied). Secondly, other mechanical interactions (friction, etc.) near the damaged subregions are not taken 
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into account. Therefore, the proposed model has limited applicability in solving the problems where the interaction between 
the macrodefect surfaces (during compression or shear) occurs. Thus, the modification of the criterion (3) is necessary, it 
may be implemented using the complex of failure criteria. Nevertheless, noted disadvantages do not interfere the proposed 
boundary value problem application in fracture processes modeling of elastic-brittle bodies under tensile loadings.  
The boundary value problem (1)–(5) can be solved numerically with the finite element method. In this case, each finite 
element (FE) can represent one subregion with individual strength properties. The following feature of the boundary value 
problem solution algorithm must be considered: the destruction of any FE leads to possible fulfillment of the failure criterion 
in the other FE. Therefore, the problem must be solved several times under similar boundary conditions until the steady 
state is achieved (no FE have to be destroyed). This nonequilibrium damage accumulation process appears on the calculated 
loading diagram in the form of the sharp load drop. This process may also lead to the complete solid’s destruction (its 
division into several parts), so the critical value of the external load (denoted as Pcrit and calculated as the sum of the reaction 
forces in each node of the body’s boundary with applied displacement) should be selected to indicate the end of the fracture 
process.  
Moreover, to describe the fracture process accurately, it is reasonable to use an automatically selected loading step (in 
comparison with the fixed step value). Since the body’s material is linear-elastic, the following procedure can be 
implemented: if the failure criterion is not fulfilled in any FE, the ui0 and Si0 increase 1/Kmax times, where Kmax is the maximum 
overload ratio value over the solid. Otherwise, the boundary conditions remain the same, and FE damaging process 
continues. 
Based on the foregoing, the boundary value problem (1)–(5) solution algorithm is: 
1) Body’s construction and meshing, generating FE ultimate strength values, entering material properties; 
2) Boundary conditions creation, ui0 and Si0 values should be small to prevent the fracture criterion fulfillment anywhere; 
3) Stress-strain state calculation; 
4) Calculation of the external load value (ELV). If its value is less than Pcrit, the fracture modeling process ends (except for 
the first step); 
5) The overload ratio K field calculation, its maximum value Kmax definition; 
6) If Kmax≥1, then destroy the most overloaded FE and go to step 3, else go to step 7; 
7) Magnify the boundary conditions 1/Kmax times, go to step 3. 
The flow chart of the algorithm is presented in Fig. 1. The expediency of the proposed algorithm usage in comparison with 
differently organized was proved by authors in [32]. As a result of the boundary value problem solution, we obtain the 
loading diagrams and data on damage accumulation kinetics.  
 

 
 
 

 

Figure 1: The flow chart of the boundary value problem solution algorithm 
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In order to investigate the applicability of proposed boundary value problem statement and the influence of the finite 
elements’ strength properties distribution on the elastic-brittle bodies fracture processes, we consider the problem of 
kinematic static loading of a plate (100 mm wide, 20 mm height and 1 mm thick, plane stress state) with the stress 
concentrator in the shape of half ellipse (minor semiaxis 1 mm and major semiaxis h mm). The body’s geometry is shown 
in the Fig. 2. 
 

 
 
 

 

Figure 2: The geometry of solid with the stress concentrator and boundary conditions 
 
The boundary conditions are: 
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Here Ω1, Ω2 are the top and bottom boundaries of the body; point A (p.A) is the lower left corner of the body, u0 is the top 
boundary’s displacement (Fig. 2). 
In order to investigate the regularities of elastic-brittle bodies fracture taking into account the FE strength values 
distribution, we consider a model material without being tied to the real materials. The elastic properties of each FE are 
equal: Young’s modulus E=210 GPa and Poisson’s ratio ν=0.3. The ultimate strength values of FE are distributed by the 
uniform distribution within the minimum value of σBmin and maximum value of σBmax. In all the cases the average ultimate 
strength value is similar, σBm=0.5(σBmin+σBmax)=420 MPa. As is known, the standard deviation of uniform distribution is 
calculated as: δ=(σBmax–σBmin)/(2√3). On the other hand, it is more convenient to use the relative parameter α=√3δ/σBm, 
α[0;1], which characterize the range of uniform distribution. The FE strength properties generation is carried out using 
Python pseudo random number generator as follows: 
 

    2 1 1m
B Bmx              (7) 

 
Here (m) is the FE index, m[1;N], x is the arbitrary number between 0 and 1, chosen by the uniform distribution. The α 
parameter is varied within [0;0.9] range with the increase step of 0.1. The compliance of random ultimate strength values 
with the uniform distribution law is proved according to the Pearson's criterion. For each value of α, five various sets of FE 
strength properties are generated. 
The solution algorithm of the problem (1)–(4) with the boundary conditions (6) is implemented in the Ansys Parametric 
Design Language (APDL). The FE destruction is carried out using the ANSYS built-in procedure “death of finite element”, 
leading to the rigidity properties decrease by 106 times. The PLANE182 element with the linear displacements field 
approximation is used, the mesh is generated automatically. Solving the convergence problem (concentrator depth h=8 mm) 
demonstrated that it is sufficient to use the FE with the characteristic linear size of Lel =0.167 mm (defined as the square 
root of the ratio of the body area to the number of FE), which corresponds to the number of elements N=70994 (if h=4 
mm, N=74166). The critical value of external load Pcrit is selected equal to 1 kN to prevent the extreme increase in 
displacement u0 if the α parameter value is large. 
The results of the fracture process modeling are presented below. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Regularities of the body damaging process without distribution in the FE strength properties  

e consider the damage process of the elastic-brittle body with stress concentrator (h=8 mm) in case of equal FE 
ultimate strength values (α=0). Fig. 3 illustrates the loading diagram and the first principal stress σ1 fields at the 
body’s steady states 1–5. Several features can be noted. Primarily, first finite element destruction does not lead 

to macro-fracture of the entire body, the maximum load value increases by the ≈22%. Secondly, several load decline stages 
appear on the diagram. It is connected with crack propagation under constant boundary conditions down to getting stable 
state. Such sharp load drops (which do not lead to macro-fracture) are also observed in the real experimental diagrams of 
the elastic-brittle bodies. Thirdly, following the maximum load value reaching there are several steady states with lower 
external load. It indicates postcritical deformation stage realization for the solid with stress concentrator. The width of 
propagated crack is 1-2 finite elements, which is sufficient for accurate cracks description arising in elastic-brittle bodies 
during destruction. According to these findings, there is qualitative agreement of the damaging process modeling results 
with real experiments in terms of load-displacement diagrams [50-52] and macrodefect view [50, 53-56]. The α parameter 
value influence on the regularities of the damaging process is considered below.  
 

 
  

a              b 
 

Figure 3: The calculated loading diagram (a) and the macrodefect growth kinetics (b) for the solid with α=0 
 
Finite elements strength distribution range influence on the fracture process  
Typical calculated loading diagrams for various parameter α value are presented in the Fig. 4a. The growth of α parameter 
provides the maximum load value increase, followed by the drop in load bearing capacity after reaching α=0.6. In this case, 
the displacement in the point of maximum value load shifts to the right, and then to the left, accordingly. The ultimate 
strength distribution range exert significant influence on the loading diagram shape. For example, at α≤0.3 postcritical 
deformation stage does not occur in all cases, the maximum load value getting is followed by its nonequilibrium decline. 
Small stages of the postcritical deformation are observed at 0.4≤α≤0.7, but the nonequilibrium stages are still extended. At 
0.8≤α≤0.9 the loading diagram is relatively smooth, the long stages of sharp load drop do not practically exist, the extended 
softening stage is realized at macro-level accompanied by the increase of displacement value where damaging process 
modeling stops. Such load-displacement diagrams correspond to the brittle-ductile transition behavior, observed in quasi-
brittle materials [57]. For a more detailed crack propagation consideration, the parameter ω is introduced, defining the 
relative number of destroyed elements as follows: 
 

destrN

N
             (8) 

 
where Ndestr – destroyed elements number, N – total number of elements in the computational domain). Graphs of the 
parameter ω dependence on the body boundary displacement are shown in Fig. 4b. Symbol * marks the α values for which 
the graphs are plotted along the additional ordinate axis ω*. For small α the obtained curves are stepped, the maximum 
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arrival value is about 0.006, which corresponds to the macro-crack growth of 1-2 FE thick. For the large values of α, a much 
smoother, almost linear increase in ω is noted. 
 

 
   

a       b 
 

Figure 4: The calculated loading diagrams (a) and the corresponding increase in the relative number of destroyed elements (b) for the 
various values of α 
 
Maximum load and ω parameter dependences on the α parameter are shown in the Fig. 5. Points on the graphs correspond 
to the average values over five computational simulations, the lines represent the deviations of these values from the average 
determined with standard methods. The maximum load bearing capacity value dependence on α illustrates that as the α 
increases, the load bearing capacity slowly grows, at the α=0.6 the maximum is reached (which also corresponds to brittle-
ductile transition behavior [58]), then the sharp decline occurs, accompanied by the decrease in the deviation values. 
Therefore, small deviations in the strength properties lead to an increase in load bearing capacity, probably due to a change 
in the trajectory of the macrodefect and the presence of «strong» elements that interrupt its development. Large values of 
α, by contrast, decrease the load bearing capacity due to the presence of «weak» elements, through which a macrodefect 
subsequently proceeds. The graph of the ω(α) dependence monotonically increases, but changes slightly and has minor 
deviations until reaching α=0.5. At the large α values, the sharp increase in the number of destroyed finite elements is 
observed, which occurs due to the destruction of FE far from the concentrator area with increased stress values. 
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Figure 5: The dependencies of the maximum load value (a) and the maximum ω value (b) on α 
 
To illustrate the various damage accumulation processes, the body states under the equal parameter ω=0.006 are considered. 
The images are given in Fig. 6 (as first principal stress fields). Results demonstrate that if α≤0.4, the macro-defect forms in 
the shape of main crack, however, the distance from the top of the concentrator to the last destroyed element gradually 
decreases. It happens due to the presence of several small branches, formed by the «weak» elements’ destruction on the way 
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of the crack growth. In all the cases, the macro-defect develops approximately across the loading direction. At the α value 
of 0.5 and 0.6 a number of elements are destroyed close to the macro-defect without being connected with it, and the crack 
trajectory deviates from the straight. For the α=0.7 separate areas with destroyed FE are noted far from the concentrator. 
Consequently, the strength values range growth leads to the decrease in the stress concentration influence on the fracture 
process. At the α value of 0.8 and 0.9 elements are destroyed chaotically through the entire body. Moreover, at α=0.8 the 
formation of groups consisting of 2-3 destroyed FE is typical as compared to the groups from 1 FE if α=0.9. Thus, it can 
be concluded that parameter α has a significant influence on the evolution of the body damaging process. Several 
characteristic mechanisms of damage accumulation can also be noted: the growth of the macro-defect from the stress 
concentrator; the destruction of FE near the macro-defect in the region of stress concentration; the FE destruction far from 
the area of stress concentration. 
 

 
    

 

Figure 6: The images of bodies with various α at ω=0.006 
 

For more detailed understanding of the damage accumulation mechanisms and their connection with loading diagrams the 
evolution of the damaged structure for the body with α=0.8 is considered. Fig. 7 represents the loading diagram and body 
images (first principal stress fields) corresponding to the certain states. After the elastic stage, destruction of individual FE 
is observed in the area fairly close to the stress concentrator (state 1). Until the maximum load value reaching, the damages 
cumulate throughout the entire body; occasionally combining into larger groups (states 2-3). Load decrease at the postcritical 
deformation stage is accompanied by the macro-defects development near the concentrator and in the middle part of the 
solid (states 4-5). The appearance of a main crack gradually begins to arise, further leading to separation of the body (states 
6-8). At the same time, the destruction of separated FE not associated with macro-defects continues. After state 8, the load 
drop slows down, defects develop at an almost constant level of load, and a gradual closure of macro-defects formed in 
different parts of the body occurs (states 9-10). It is necessary to notice that, in the areas above and below of the 
concentrator, where the stresses are significantly lower, almost no damages occurred.  
 

 
  

   a           b    
 

Figure 7: The calculated loading diagram (a) and the damages development kinetics (b) for the solid with α=0.8 
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Stress concentration value influence on the damaging process 
Similar set of problems is solved for the body with h=4 mm (stress concentration, defined as the ratio of the normal stress 
σyy at the top of the concentrator and away from it is equal to 9.33 for h=8 mm and 7.06 for h=4 mm) in order to investigate 
stress concentration value influence on the damaging process. Typical calculated loading diagrams for various α parameter 
values are presented in the Fig. 8a. As well as for the body with h=8 mm, the nonmonotonic load bearing capacity 
dependence on α and qualitative change in the shape of loading diagrams are noted. The most significant difference between 
two concentrators is the greater implementation of the postcritical deformation stage. At h=8 mm sufficiently extended 
postcritical deformation stage begins to form for α≥0.4, in comparison with α=0.2 at h=4 mm. The obtained results correlate 
with the ω growth parameter curves presented in Fig. 8b. For the equal α values, the decrease in stress concentration leads 
to more equilibrium damage accumulation processes and greater number of stable states implementation. 
 

 
   

a       b 
 

Figure 8: The calculated loading diagrams (a) and the corresponding increase in the relative number of destroyed elements (b) for the 
various values of α for the body with the stress concentrator depth of 4 mm 
 
Stress concentration decrease leads to the change in maximum load and ω values dependencies on α, presented in the Fig. 
9a, b. Firstly, concertation decrease causes the maximum loadability growth, however, this is also associated with the increase 
in cross-sectional area. Secondly, at h=8 mm maximum load value steadily grows, reaches maximum at α=0.6 and then falls, 
while at h=4 mm in the range of 0≤α≤0.4 the load bearing capacity changes slightly, even get lower, whereafter increase, 
reaching maximum value at to α=0.6 and then falls. At the higher stress concentration, the maximum load at α=0.9 is 8.7% 
lower than at α=0.0, while decrease in the stress concentration changes this value by 19.3%, and deviations from the average 
grow. The insignificant change in ω(α) dependence is also noted; only a slight increase in the maximum value of ω occurs. 
A comparison is made between the average values of the conditional maximum stress values, defined as the ratio of the 
maximum load to the narrowest cross-sectional area (Fig. 9c). Up to the value of α=0.5 the maximum conditional stress 
differs significantly, but then the graphs are extremely close. We assume the existence of critical α parameter values, upon 
reaching which the stress concentration ceases to influence the damaging process and bearing capacity. It is necessary to 
confirm this hypothesis in future studies. 
The stress concentration influence on the damaged structure under similar values of ω equal to 0.006 is considered and 
illustrated in the Fig. 10 as the first principal stress fields. The decrease in stress concentration leads to the non-monotonic 
dependence of macro-defect length on α. In addition, a more significant macro-defect trajectory deviation from the straight 
line is observed. Significant differences are noted for the value α=0.7, at which separated defects groups in the body and 
two growing macro-defects are observed: from the concentrator and from the opposite side of the body. Consequently, 
stress concentration reduction causes increase in probability of macro-defect development outside of the concentrator area. 
Otherwise, the obtained results correspond to those for the higher stress concentration. The damage accumulation typical 
mechanisms remain unchanged, as do the parameter α values ranges at which they appear. 
The damaged structure evolution at α=0.8 is analyzed, the loading diagram and body images (first principal stress fields) 
corresponding to several states are shown in Fig. 11. For the h=8 mm the fusion of separated destroyed FE into macro-
defects begin to appear before the maximum load value is achieved, while the decrease in stress concentration leads to the 
macro-defects formation at the postcritical deformation stage, which is more extended at the initial stage. For the states 3-
8, a less sharp drop in the load is observed than for a higher stress concentration. Nevertheless, the mechanism of macro-
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defect propagation practically does not change. The deviation of the macro-defect from a straight line reduces. Thus, the 
stress concentration value affects the damage accumulation process. It seems appropriate to conduct further studies with 
the extended range of stress concentration value. 
 
 

 
    

a       b 

 
c 
 

Figure 9: The dependencies of the maximum load value (a) and the maximum ω value (b) on α for the body with the stress concentrator 
depth of 4 mm; comparison between maximum conditional stress average values for the bodies with different h (c) 
 
 
 

 
    

 

Figure 10: The images of bodies with various α at ω=0.006 for the body with the stress concentrator depth of 4 mm 
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   a           b    
 

Figure 11: The calculated loading diagram (a) and the damages development kinetics (b) for the solid with α=0.8 for the body with the 
stress concentrator depth of 4 mm 
 
 
Mesh sensitivity analysis 
Since the size of the FE may significantly influence the damaging process modeling results, the mesh sensitivity analysis is 
performed on the problem of the kinematic loading of the plate with the stress concentrator (h=8 mm) without the FE 
strength properties distribution (α=0.0). The automatically generated meshes with the characteristic linear size Lel (defined 
as the square root of the ratio of the body area to the number of FE) of 0.167, 0.143, 0.121, 0.097 and 0.073 mm 
(corresponding to the number of elements N=70994, 97252, 136573, 209723 and 383781) are used. Fig. 12 represents the 
calculated loading diagrams and corresponding graphs of increase in the relative number of destroyed elements. The absence 
of the results’ convergence is noted. The FE size decrease leads to the maximum load and maximum ω values reduction, 
although the damages development kinetics and mechanism of macro-defect propagation are changed slightly. By 
comparing experimental data on the deformation of elastic-brittle bodies with the results of damaging process numerical 
modeling obtained using various meshes, the rational size of the FE can be defined, reflecting the typical size of the single 
act of destruction [37]. Based on the above, the mesh sensitivity has to be taken into account while modeling the damaging 
process of elastic-brittle solids with statistically distributed strength properties over the body volume.   
 
 

  
a       b 

 

Figure 12: The calculated loading diagrams (a) and the corresponding increase in the relative number of destroyed elements (b) for the 
various values of characteristic linear size Lel 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

his paper is devoted to the problem of fracture processes numerical modeling of elastic-brittle bodies with stress 
concentrators taking into account the structural elements strength properties distribution. The main results of the 
study are: 

 The novel boundary value problem formulation has been proposed. Its advantages and disadvantages have been noted. 
The solving algorithm has been developed and implemented in APDL. 
 The regularities of fracture process have been analyzed in the case of ultimate strength distribution absence. The fracture 
process consideration has allowed to identify the additional load bearing capacity. The postcritical deformation stage 
implementation has been noted. 
 The influence of the ultimate strength distribution range (characterized by the parameter α) on the maximum load value, 
loading curve shape and damage accumulation processes has been studied. The maximum load value depends 
nonmonotonically on α, the maximum is achieved at α=0.6. The distribution range increase leads to significant growth in 
the number of destructed elements. The basic mechanisms of damage accumulation are: elements destruction in the stress 
concentration area leading to macro-defect growth; elements fracture close to the macro-defect; elements destruction far 
from the concentrator. 
 The stress concentration value influence on the fracture process has been investigated. The concentrator’s depth decrease 
leads to the significant change in the damage accumulation kinetics and maximum load dependence on α parameter. 
 The mesh sensitivity analysis has been carried out. The FE size decrease leads to the maximum load and maximum 
relative number of destroyed elements values reduction without changing the damaging process kinetics. 
 The hypothesis has been put forward on existence of critical α parameter value, upon reaching which the stress 
concentrator stops having the influence on the body’s fracture process. 
The further investigation will be dedicated to the stated hypothesis confirmation, taking into account the finite elements 
size and statistical distribution type. 
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